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Climate inversion makes Himachal hills warmer  

 The climate inversion for the second consecutive year has made the hill not only warmer than 

most places in the plains of north India but also fog free. Locals and tourists can be seen enjoying the 

bright sunshine in Himachal Pradesh, but the prolonged dry spell is giving cause for concern to fruit 

growers. Particularly the apple belt is the most worried lot, as lack of snow in the last few years has 

already ruined the apple crop.  

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES: January 6, 2000 

Sunny Darjeeling faces water crisis  

 The unusual sunny weather for past few days might delight the tourist in Darjeeling hills, but 

both residents and the civic authorities fear an impending water crisis. The reason being that, there has 

been little rainfall since the monsoons ended here. The first sign of water crisis are already visible, as 

supplies from the local municipality are available only once in three days. 

THE STATESMAN: January 6, 2000 

 

Arunachal hydel projects to improve power situation  

 The 21,000 mw hydel power projects of Dehang and Subansiri in Arunachal Pradesh, would 

bring about significant changes in the power sector on their completion within a decade. The world’s 

biggest hydel power project at Dehang, three dams would be created at Puging (11,000 mw), Kaylng 

(700 mw), and Rotung (1700 mw). Work for the two giant projects has been entrusted to National 

Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC) and the centre has asked to complete the first phase of projects by 

2008 and the remaining phases by 2012.         THE FINANCIAL 

EXPRESS: January 12, 2000 

 

Parbati project ‘can meet’ power crisis  
 The 800 mw Parbati Hydroelectric Project (stage II), can go a long way in easing the power 

crisis, provided the National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) takes up work on a war-

footing. Parbati, a tributary of the river Beas, has an identified hydel potential of 2051 mw. The project 

will be executed in three stages by the NHPC under an agreement entered into with the Himachal 

Pradesh Government last year. Considering the feasibility, stage II will be taken up first for execution. 

The work of remaining stages I and  III with capacities 750 and 501 mw respectively, would be taken 

up later. 

THE TRIBUNE: January 17, 2000 

HP’s go-ahead for felling  
 Plagued with perennial financial crisis, the fund starved Himachal Pradesh Government has 

finally given the go-ahead for felling of green trees. The decision, to lift the 16-year-old moratorium on 

felling of green trees was taken by the Cabinet last month,  is likely to double the state’s forest revenue 

from the next financial year. However, felling will be carried strictly in accordance with the forest 

working plans for each division duly approved by the Centre as laid down by the Supreme Court. As a 

result over one lakh cubic metres of additional timber will be extracted from the state’s forest annually. 

THE TRIBUNE: January 21, 2000 

 

Promotion of medicinal plants necessary for rural uplift  

 Promotion of cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants was needed to uplift the living 

standards of the rural people, said science and technology minister of Sikkim. Inaugurating a four-day 

training programme on production and processing of medicinal and aromatic plants at Gangtok, the 

minister said that the state has excellent climatic condition for cultivation of improved and high-

yielding varieties of those plants and asked the farmers to adopt these techniques.  

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE: January 22, 2000 

 

Mining poses ecological threat  

 Palampur, a famous tourist resort and one of the beautiful town of Himachal Pradesh, has been 

facing serious environmental threat because of reckless and unscientific mining. In the absence of 

political and administrative ‘will’ the deforestation and mining is still going on unchecked in the state. 

At present the state government has no policy for the grant of mining lease in the state resulting in 
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largescale felling of trees, barrenness of hills and heavy pollution. Besides, the government is also 

losing huge revenue causing loss of the state exchequer.  

Ravinder Sood for THE TRIBUNE: January 26, 2000 

 

Jhum farming threatens Nagaland bio-diversity  

 Nagaland’s rich agro-biodiversity is under threat due to the age-old practice of ‘slash and burn 

method of cultivation’, popularly known as jhum cultivation. About 80% of the Nagas depend on jhum 

cultivation. After two consecutive years, they leave the field for the next nine years for the jhum cycle 

to come. This practice has led to disastrous consequences for the eco-system in the state. However, an 

agro-forestry project called Nagaland Environment Protection and Economic Development (NEPED) 

has been operating since 1995. The main objective of NEPED is not to leave the jhum field fallow after 

cultivation by planting trees before jhum cycle comes, thus make jhum cultivation remunerative.  

THE STATESMAN: January 31, 2000 

 

Plan to construct airstrip annoys environmentalists  
 The Uttar Pradesh state government’s decision to construct an airstrip near the famous Valley 

of Flowers has not gone down well with social activists and environmentalists of the area. The area 

located near the famous Sikh shrine of Hemkund Sahib, is a virtual treasure trove of countless varieties 

of high altitude alpine flowers. The construction of the airstrip is apparently aimed at providing 

additional facilities to pilgrims as well as tourists visiting the area. However, environmentalists fear 

that the construction of the airstrip would harm the fragile ecology and expanse of flower meadows.

  

THE TIMES OF INDIA: January 31, 2000 

Wildlife management poor   
 Despite a vast network of sanctuaries, zoological parks and mini zoos, the management of the 

ever-dwindling wildlife reserves in Himachal Pradesh continues to be a state of neglect. Irrational and 

inadequate set-up of the wildlife wing coupled with the shortage of funds and trained manpower are 

coming in the way of the effective management of wildlife. While the Centre has been insisting that 

each state should have an independent set-up for the proper management of wildlife, in Himachal the 

control of many sanctuaries remains with the territorial wing. 

 THE TRIBUNE: January 31, 2000 

 

HkHkHkHk ss ss”A”A”A”At fodkl ;kstuk [krjs esat fodkl ;kstuk [krjs esat fodkl ;kstuk [krjs esat fodkl ;kstuk [krjs esa    
 mRrj izns’k ds ioZrh; {ks= esa tM+h&cwfV;ksa ds mRiknu] ’kks/k vkSj fodkl ds fy, ipkl o”AksZ iwoZ LFkkfir  
Hks”At fodkl ;kstuk dk vfLrRo [krjs esa gSA ioZrh; {ks= esa tM+h&cwfV;ksa ds fodkl dh xgu lEHkkoukvksa dks ns[krs 
gq, ljdkj us 1949 esa lgdkfjrk foHkkx dh Hkwfe ij Hks”At ;kstuk dh LFkkiuk dhA ;kstuk dk eq[; m)s’;  
vSk SS SS”A”A”A”A/kh; ouLifr;ksa dk ’kks/k] fodkl] laxzg.k vkSj foi.ku djuk FkkA 1987 esa bls Hks”At ,oa tM+h&cwVh fodkl 
;kstuk dk uke fn;k x;kA izns’k ljdkj ds xaHkhj foRrh; ladV ds nkSj ls xqtjus ls izns’k dh dqN laLFkkvksa dks 
can djus ds lkFk gh Hks”At fodkl ;kstuk dks Hkh can djus ij fopkj py jgk gSA orZeku esa tgkWa mRrjk[k.M dh 
vkfFkZd lef) ds fy, tM+h&cwVh fodkl ds yacs pkSM+s ok;ns fd, tk jgs gSa ,sls esa 50 o”AksZ iwoZ LFkkfir Hks”At 
fodkl ;kstuk dks vf/kd pqLr&nq:Lr cukus ds ctk; can dj nsuk mRrjk[k.M ds fgr esa ugha gksxkA 
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